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Rostow’s Stages of Development: South Africa
Rostow's model of economic growth categorizes countries into five different stages of development. The five stages of development are traditional society, transitional stage, take off, drive to maturity, and high mass consumption respectively. South Africa is an example of a country that is in the fourth stage of the model (drive to maturity). A country in the fourth stage of development is not fully converted into a consumption model (Morris, 2021). This is the case in South Africa. Despite being a developed country, South Africa is still undergoing industrialization. However, a significant part of the country’s population is in the service sector. Apart from this, the health sector of South Africa is not as developed as the economy. 
Different aspects of Rostow’s model of economic growth can explain why South Africa is in the fourth stage. The first aspect is the shift to occupational distribution. This entails a shift from agriculture to the manufacturing sector due to increased industrialization (Morris, 2021). Over the past years, South Africa has moved from agricultural production to the service and industry sectors. While the agricultural sector accounts for 2.2% of the gross domestic product, the service and industry sectors account for over 97% of the gross domestic product (The World Factbook, 2021). Many industries have developed in South Africa including automobile assembly, machinery, mining, and metalworking among others. Apart from this, South Africa exports copper, steel, and gold (The World Factbook, 2021). Further industrialization is still occurring in the country. 
The second aspect in the fourth stage of Rostow's model is a shift in the patterns of consumption (Morris, 2021). Over the past years, South Africa has developed a mass consumption culture, and especially among the young population. The internet and social media have played a significant role in increasing mass consumption. The second-hand market has been at the forefront in increasing mass consumption, and especially using online channels. Collaborative markets such as Uber and Airbnb have also contributed to the expansion of mass consumption in South Africa. 
Employment growth is another important aspect in the fourth stage of Rostow's model. It involves an increase in employment opportunities, whether white or blue-collar jobs (Morris, 2021). It is also about the provision of employment to graduates and non-graduates. South Africa has experienced growth in employment over the past years. While the manufacturing sector has not generated many jobs, the service sector has played a significant role in filling the void. The rate of unemployment is currently at 28.53% (The World Factbook, 2021). However, by 2012, the service sector had added 2.7 million jobs. The service sector employs both high and medium-skilled employees. Apart from this, the public sector has also created millions of jobs over the years (The World Factbook, 2020). The public sector has employed individuals with a high education level. Apart from this, the public sector has also hired disadvantaged groups. 
The less reliance on imports is another important factor to consider in the fourth stage of Rostow's model (Morris, 2021). South Africa has reduced its reliance on imports by developing its major industries. Some of the main industries that have supported the economic development of the country include foodstuffs, chemicals, mining, technology, and fertilizer among others (The World Factbook, 2020). Apart from this, South Africa has also increased its exports to major countries such as Germany, China, and the United States. South Africa is still in the process of development, and as such, has not fully achieved the aspects of the fourth stage of Rostow's model. However, it has made great strides over the years. 
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